
2025 RESPECT CENTER
CONFERENCE 

February 28th, 2025

PLENARY SPEAKER: JESSICA S. MERLIN, MD, PHD, MBA

Dr. Merlin is an infectious diseases and palliative care physician at the
University of Pittsburgh. Her plenary session will be on Pain and Opioid
Complexity in Patients with Cancer: State of the Science

Let’s talk Palliative Care: Maximizing
Quality of Life by Reducing Pain, Distress

and other Symptoms

Topics Include:

Brief Therapeutic Intervention for Patients
in Distress 
Children and Adolescent in Grief 
Supportive Intervention for Young Cancer
Patients 
Advance Care Planning 
Mastering Tough Conversations*

Call for Poster Abstracts – More information
coming soon! 

Conference will be held at the Ritz Charles in
Carmel

*A pre-conference workshop on Mastering
Tough Conversations offered on February 27th.

R E G I S T E R  U S I N G
T H E  Q R  C O D E

B E L O W



Accreditation Statement
In support of improving patient care, Indiana University School of Medicine is jointly accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy 
Education (ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), to provide continuing education for 
the healthcare team.

Nurses
Indiana University School of Medicine designates this activity for a maximum of 6.5 ANCC contact hours. Nurses should claim only 
the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Physicians
Indiana University School of Medicine designates this live activity for a maximum of 6.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians 
should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Social Workers
Indiana University School of Medicine has been approved by the Indiana Social Worker, Marriage and Family Therapist and Mental 
Health Counselor Board to provide Category I Continuing Education program. This activity qualifies for 6.5 Category I CEU as outlined 
by the Indiana Behavioral Health and Human Services Licensing Board.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pre-Conference Workshop: 
Mastering Tough Conversations

February 27, 2025  |  8:00am- 4:30 PM

The practice of Hospice and Palliative Care involves conversations with patients and 
families that are often high stakes and involve complex emotions. The VitalTalk Program 
(VitalTalk.org) provides constructive communication skills needed when navigating 
conversations about serious illness. 

This interdisciplinary full-day workshop, presented by IU Talk, will be experiential, with 
each participant working in a small group to navigate challenging cases. The workshop 
offers the opportunity to practice frameworks for supporting patients who are receiving 
serious news and deliberating about goals of care. VitalTalk's goal is to help nurture 
healthier relationships with patients and families.

Our local facilitators have years of experience in guiding sessions and have worked with 
various groups around the state of Indiana, including Hospice and Palliative Care 
providers and a variety of others.

There will be 18 seats available at this workshop 

Workshop registration fee: $375

https://www.vitaltalk.org/
vitaltalk.org
https://medicine.iu.edu/faculty/hiring-and-recruitment/new-faculty/iu-talk



